CHAPTER XI
THE  SUPREME DEBATE
There will undoubtedly be a greater weight of abilities against the adoption in this convention than in any other state. (Washington.)
What are the objects of the National Government ? To protect the United States and to promote the general welfare. (Marshall, in his first debate.)
Now appeared the practical political managers from other States. From Saturday afternoon until Monday morning there was great activity in both camps. The politicians of each side met in secret conference to plan the operations of the coming week and to devise ways and means of getting votes. For the Constitutionalists, Gouverneur Morris was on the ground from New York;l Robert Morris and probably James Wilson, both from Philadelphia, had been in Virginia at the time of the elections and the former remained for the Convention.2 During the second week the Philadelphia financier writes Gates from Richmond, lamenting "the depre-
1  "I am to acknowledge yours of the 19th of May, which reached me a few days since." (Gouverneur Morris from Richmond, June 13, 1788, to Hamilton in New York; Hamilton MSS., Lib. Cong.)
2  Robert Morris to Horatio Gates, Richmond, June 12,1788; MS., N.Y. Pub. Lib. "James [Wilson] the Caladonian, Leut. Gen. of the myrmidons of power, under Robert [Morris] the cofferer, who with his aid-de-camp, Gouvero [Gouverneur] the cunning man, has taken the field in Virginia."   (Centinel, no. 10, Jan. 12, 1788; reprinted hi Mc-Master and Stone, 631.)
Robert Morris was in Richmond, March 21, 1788. (Morris to Independent Gazetteer on that date; ib.t 787, denying the charge that paper had made against him. See supra, chap, x.) He was in Richmond in May and paid John Marshall four pounds, four shillings as a "retainer." (Account Book, May 2,1788.) He had heavy business interests in Virginia; see Braxton vs. Willing, Morris & Co. (4 Call, 288). Marshall was his lawyer.